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The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency's involvement in Cahokia's

Burning Ditch (Bead Creek) was slow in developing. The Agency received initial

reports from area residents in May of periodic smoldering of materials in the

ditch between Queeny Avenue and Judith Lane. At that time the incident did not

appear to be of a serious nature, and the Agency assigned it a low priority.

That all changed on August 27 when it was learned that Peter Laumann's dog

rolled in the ditch and died of apparent chemical burns. Preliminary samples

taken in the ditch revealed hazardous levels of phosphorous, heavy metals and

PCB's along the half-mile of ditch between the two streets.

Subsequent soil samples ~taZen~brr~September~ r6~an~d "17~af~suii- in the ditch

substantiated earlier results, (see attached table). At that time water samples

were taken from three private wells plus a. pond adjacent and connected to the

ditch.

Samples from the wells were analyzed and showed normal levels of metals.

Analysis of the same wells for organic chemicals were negative for two but the

well at 101 Walnut Street adjacent to the pond showed low levels of chlordane,

PCB's and alkylbenzenes.

Analysis of the pond water showed normal levels of metals with low levels

cf PCB's and aliphatic hydrocarbons which are petroleum products such as motor oil.



Something strange lurks in dirt of 'dead creek'
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OJoe»Oernoerat Photo By But Brfcwon
el« Lauman walks along tha amoldorlng earth.

The dirt glows in 'dead creek'

By PATRICIA SZYMCtAK
Ulebe-Urmocrat Sull Writer
Cannala reudems call It "ucad

creek "
The ditch is Miuih af the Iwnvlly

Industrlalued sections uf Sauget.
and w.i repunrdly u*ed in ll»
paat fur dumping chemical wisiea.

Th* p««l it apparently coming
back to haunt nwghtaun ol "dead
creek."

ll's btrn trvt months since
chemists Iron the LUumU-

.£nvlmamanul Hnntflnin .Agency.
In Springfield first began
analyzing sampln of din taken
from the dllch thai wttnnaes say
smolders almost continuously and
clows at night with a purpl»-blue
flame

AGENCY CHEMIST Jsmei
Kcl ty plant, lu inspect the
phenomenon next week. He said
uflictali hnve yet to determuu the
chemical nature ol the dirt.

"We're puzzled." Kellv Mid.
"We know it reacts with air, but
we don't know what It If Wp don't
know if it's loxic and, quite
Irankly, we're hoping It Just ion
away."

Tonte Towraend. public heihh
officer In Cahukia. laid he wai
first made aware ol Ihe pruMem In
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Continued from Pa»e 1A
May when he received a call from
Pet* LaumaB.

Lauman and bin wife had been
living in their new home at 109
Judith Lane only a few weeks when
they found their prize show dog
dead one morning, his skin eaten
away by a mysterious substance
he had rolled in the night before.

•THE BIG MALE and tbe pup
were chasing each other in tbe
back yard and he apparently rolled
m the din m toe ditch." Lauman
said. "He came in covered from
head to toe with some of tbe
funniest substance I'd ever seen.

••We washed him off, but tbe
next morning I found him dead by

, a tree in the back yard. His skin
had deteriorated u> the bare bone
tissue and when I opened his
mouth. It was all wttite and
crumbly."

Lauman investigated the ditch
and found the soil smoldering and
hot to tbe touch. He said he later,
developed toe same Mood-red
rings on bis finger lips be hast
found on his dog after It had ran hi
the ditch.

"IF YOU TAKE some healthy
dirt and throw It In, it melt*,"
Lauman said. "I've bad the fire
department out here to hose it
down so often, they're getting tired
of it But, as soon as they start
rolling up the hoses, the ditch is
dry and smoldering again."

Lauman said be gets headaches
frequently If he slu In hit yard for
a long time. A friend who visited
him one day developed a case at
swollen glands, he said.

"It gets so bad that you gag."
Lauman said. "You have to keep
tbe windows closed and the air
conditioner OB."

Officials at Motisanto Co., a
mile north of Lauman's property,
deny they have been involved in
any hazardous duirping.

" M O N S A N T O sen t two
inspectors to the scene when it
first heard of it and could not
establish a, connection Between the
smoking ground anc the plant," •
spokesman for Monsanto in St.
Louis said. "We handle all our
materials in a very proper and
legal manner."

Officials at Cirro Copper Co
and Edwin Cooper Inc., also
upstream from the Laumans, were
unavailable for commem.

"Whatever is there has been
there for > number of yean and
condilKn occurred Uuu just made
what happens happen," aaid Ntex
M a h l a n d t o f t a t I l l i n o i s
Environmental Protection Agency
office in ColUnsville.

AMBER AND green dirt
samples collected from the ditch
do not burn unaudited in the
laboratory, prompting agency
officials to assume they are
dealing with a chemical compound
that has built up through the years

"We've never seen anything
like it." Xetty said "It won't
respond to our a n a l y s i s
technique*."

Meanwhile, youngster) continue
to ride their bicycles down the
slopes of the ditch and are often
chased out by Lauman, who says
he will "stay put" until the
mystery is solved.

~l love thu house and I nelly
hate to give it up," Lauman said.
"I may have to seil and lake «
killing on it. But if 1 can pinpoint
who's responsible, tliere's going to
beasurL"


